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RULES OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY
OF THE COUNTY OF SCHUYLER

The Democratic Committee of the County of Schuyler, duly elected by the Democratic voters of said county, does hereby adopt the following rules for the organization and government of the Democratic Party of the County of Schuyler.

PREAMBLE
We the members of the Democratic County Committee of the County of Schuyler, firmly believing in the principles of the Democratic Party and with sincere conviction that the best interest of village, town, county, state and nation are promoted when the reins of government are in the control of that party, hereby adopt the following rules according to the best traditions of our form of government.

ARTICLE I
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Section 1. The Democratic Party of the County of Schuyler consists of the voters of each election district within the County of Schuyler who have duly enrolled, as required by law, for the purpose of participating in the primary elections of the Democratic Party. 
Section 2. The county committee shall be the official governing body of the Democratic Party in the County of Schuyler. Except as limited by law or by these by-laws, the affairs of the Schuyler County Democratic Committee shall be vested in the County Committee.
Section 3. The County Committee shall be constituted by the election of two committee representatives for each election district. In addition to the two designated representatives, there shall be up to ten at-large members. These at-large members would not represent any particular district, but would each have a vote. All members must have completed petitions and been certified in the Primary every two years on the even numbered years.
Section 4. The officers of the County Committee shall consist of the County Chairperson, the First Vice-Chairperson, the Second Vice-Chairperson, the Secretary and the Treasurer.
Section 5. Democratic public office holders of elected State, County, Town and Village public offices shall be ex-officio members of the County Committee but shall have no vote unless they are also elected Committee members.
Section 6. Where a committee person removes his/her residence from the County, or district of their representation, such removal shall establish a vacancy in that district.
Section 7. Terms of Office. All committees and officers elected or appointed under these rules shall hold office for two years or until their successors are elected or appointed unless otherwise provided by law or by these Rules. 
Appointed officers and members of various committees of the County Committee shall serve at the pleasure of the County Chairperson. This provision shall not apply to the Executive Committee. 
Officers or committee members shall be removed by a vote of the majority of the members of the County Committee at any county meeting at which there is a quorum. 
Section 8. In the event of a resignation, disqualification, or death of a County Chairperson, the First Vice-Chairperson, or if there be none, the Second Vice-Chairperson, or if there is none, the Secretary of the County Committee shall call a meeting of the County Committee within 20 days from such resignation, disqualification, or death, and, a quorum being in attendance, the County Committee by a majority vote of the membership present shall at such meeting, elect a new County Chairperson to serve for the balance of the term of the previous Chairperson.
Section 9. Intra-term elections to the Committee. The Committee may consider candidates for membership to the Committee after the candidates have attended two consecutive Committee meetings. A majority vote of the entire Committee shall be required for the acceptance of such membership.

ARTICLE II
MEETINGS OF THE COUNTY COMMITTEE
Section1. Regular Meetings 
All Regular Meetings of the County Committee shall be held upon written notice mailed or electronically mailed to the last-known post office address or e-mail address of each member of the County Committee at least five (5) days prior to the time for which such meeting shall be called. There shall be at least four (4) Regular Meetings annually.

Section 2. Special Meetings. 
Special meetings shall be called by initiative of the Chairperson or upon written request of a majority of the members. Only the business for which the Special Meeting was called shall be conducted. Such Special Meeting will be held on the date designated in the request provided at least five (5) days notice by mail or e-mail is given to each member of the County Committee addressed to his/her last known post office address or e-mail address. When the Chairperson calls an Emergency Meeting, he/she must provide a twenty-four (24) hour notice, by phone or e-mail, to members last known telephone number or e-mail address. 

Section 3. Proxies 
At all meetings of the County Committee, a member may cast his/her vote by proxy, provided the proxy is properly signed, and dated, and filed at the meeting with the secretary thereof prior to the roll call and is substantially the following form:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PROXY

I hereby appoint __________________________ residing at ______________________________________
the Same Election District of Schuyler County as my own, as my representative to act and vote as my proxy at the meeting of the Schuyler Democratic Committee to be held at ______________________
in ______________________________________________ on ___________________________, and have all privileges and powers I should then be entitled to if personally present.

_____________________________________________ Signature of Schuyler County Committee Member
_______________________________ Date Executed
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VOTING INSTRUCTIONS:
A person voting a proxy for a member shall be in good standing, a duly qualified enrolled member of the Democratic Party, residing in the Election District from which the member of the County Committee, whose proxy he/she holds, was elected. No person may cast more than two votes. A member may cast his/her own vote and one proxy vote. No member or proxy shall represent more than one Election District. Such proxy shall be valid only when and after it has been approved by vote of the County Committee and then only for the one meeting specified herein. 

Section 4. Quorum
One third (1/3) of the members of the county committee, present in person or by proxy, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. If there is no such quorum present at any meeting, those present may act upon a motion to adjourn to a specific date that may transact no other business. 

Section 5. Attendance 
Each person shall commit himself/herself to attendance at each meeting (organizational, regular, special). Failure to attend three successive meetings (with or without excuse) shall be cause for inquiry or dismissal by the Committee as to the intent of that particular member. 

Section 6. Voting 
A. All duly elected members and officers shall have the right to vote. 
B. A majority vote of those in attendance shall be required for the passage of any ordinary item of business. 
C. The following items of business will require a majority vote of the entire membership for passage. 
1. Rules and By-Laws.
2. Amendments to By-Laws.
3. Disqualification of members or officers.
4. Election of members of the Committee.
ARTICLE III
DUTIES OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES
Section 1. Chairperson
The Chairperson shall preside at all meetings of the County Committee of Executive Committee (made up of all officers). He/She shall be a member ex-officio of all Standing Committees and all other committees, and shall generally perform the entire duties incident to his/her office as Chairperson, including other powers and duties provided for within these Rules. The Chairperson shall appoint all Committee chairpersons and have the privilege of appointing members.

Section 2. First Vice-Chairperson 
The First Vice-Chairperson shall preside in the absence of the Chairperson and perform any other duties as may be delegated. 

Section 3. Second Vice-Chairperson 
The Second Vice-Chairperson shall preside in the absence of the Chairperson and the First Vice-Chairperson and perform any other duties as may be delegated.

Section 4. Secretary
The Secretary shall take minutes, keep records, send out notices pertaining to the full Committee and Executive Committee meetings, assist the Chairperson in his/her responsibilities, preside in the absence of the Chairperson and two Vice-Chairpersons, and shall perform all their duties incident to the office of Secretary.

Section 5. Treasurer
The Treasurer shall receive and disperse all monies received for the work of the County Committee with the co-signature of one other officer, which shall be the Chairperson or his/her designee. He/She shall keep books of account of all receipts and disbursements. He/She shall deposit all monies received by him/her as Treasurer in such bank or the County Committee may designate banks of deposit as. He/She shall make a report of receipts and disbursements to the County Committee at each regular meeting and an annual report once a year in January. He/She shall generally perform all duties incident to the office of Treasurer.

Section 6. Obligation of Candidates Seeking or Holding Party or Public Office 
All of those persons seeking or holding Party or public office under the Democratic Party label or Democratic name, thereby undertake, while so serving or seeking to serve, not opposed publicly the election of any Democratic nominee for the office.

ARTICLE IV
AMENDMENTS
Section 1. These rules may be amended at any meeting of the county committee duly called in accordance with the provisions of Section 2 of this article. An amendment to these rules may be adopted by a majority vote of the total membership of the county committee.

Section 2. No amendment to these rules shall be valid unless a copy of the proposed amendment or amendments has been sent with the notice of the meeting at which such amendment is to be acted upon, and such notice is mailed in writing to the last known post office address of each member of the county committee not less than five days before such meeting.

ARTICLE V
APPLICATION
Section 1. These rules shall apply to all activities of the Schuyler County Democratic Committee except where otherwise provided by law. 

Section 2. Any actions required by the Democratic Party of Schuyler County, which are not provided by these Rules, shall be governed by the Rules of the Democratic State Committee. 

Section 3. Town or Village Committee 
A) These Rules, so far as practically applicable, shall likewise apply to the activities of every Town and Village Committee. 
B) A Town or Village Committee may make additional rules for itself provided they are not in conflict with these Rules and are approved by the County Chairperson and filed with the Secretary of the County Committee.

ARTICLE VI
Section 1. Any and all Party Rules heretofore adopted or existing are hereby repealed.

ARTICLE VII
MISCELLANEOUS
Section 1. Rules of Procedure 
In all cases not provided for by law or by the Rules, the authority for parliamentary procedure for the County Committee and the Executive Committee shall be “Roberts Rules of Order,” latest edition insofar as such rules or order may be properly applied.
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